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This report examines Azerbaijan State University of Culture and Arts’ (ASUCA) commitment to
Sustainable Development Goal 16 (SDG 16): Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions. This goal focuses
on fostering inclusive, just, and accountable institutions. ASUCA has undertaken various initiatives in
collaboration with governmental, private, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to promote
transparency, academic integrity, and the rule of law. Additionally, ASUCA seeks to enhance its role
within Azerbaijan’s education sector by working alongside legislative bodies and engaging in state-
supported projects that align with our academic and institutional objectives.

Overview of SDG 16

SDG 16 calls for the development of peaceful, just, and inclusive societies that uphold effective,
accountable, and inclusive institutions. In an academic context, these goals emphasize transparency,
academic freedom, student protection, equitable access to education, and the active engagement of
educational institutions in societal development. ASUCA is committed to SDG 16 by establishing a strong
institutional framework, promoting partnerships, and enhancing governance practices across all levels.

ASUCA’s Vision for Strong Institutions

ASUCA strives to contribute meaningfully to a fair and inclusive society through education and
cooperation. By building partnerships with state institutions, private sector actors, NGOs, and legislative
bodies, ASUCA ensures that its values of integrity, accountability, and transparency are reflected in all
academic and administrative processes.

ASUCA Initiatives for Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions

Cooperation with State Institutions ASUCA actively collaborates with various state agencies to
align its educational programs and administrative operations with national priorities for higher education.
Key initiatives include:

Strategic Planning and Sustainability: ASUCA has engaged in policy and strategic planning to
promote environmental protection, green campus initiatives, and sustainability awareness within the
Institution. Through partnerships with state agencies focused on environmental protection, ASUCA aligns
its activities with broader national sustainability goals.

Entrepreneurship Development with Government Support: ASUCA has taken strides to foster an
entrepreneurial spirit by developing an entrepreneurship environment based on a mentor-mentee model.
This project, supported by the Ministry of Education, aims to train selected students to become mentors
and incubate innovative ideas with potential state and private sector funding, offering grants and resources
to successful projects.

Erasmus+ KAL171 Mobility Program: With recent Erasmus+ grants, ASUCA has expanded
cooperation with state-supported education programs and broadened opportunities for students and staff
to engage in exchange programs. The university’s new Inter-institutional Agreements, supported by the
state, have enhanced its international reach, further reinforcing institutional strength.

Collaboration with Private Sector Organizations

ASUCA recognizes the importance of private-sector partnerships in creating a dynamic and

relevant educational environment. Key private sector collaborations include:
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Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Development: In collaboration with private entities, ASUCA promotes
entrepreneurship through workshops, training, and mentorship programs that bridge the gap between
academic learning and business acumen. This initiative has led to partnerships with private technology
and business organizations to provide students with real-world business experience and industry insights.

Internship Programs: ASUCA’s collaboration with private sector companies has expanded
internship opportunities for students, providing hands-on experience and facilitating smoother transitions
from academia to the workforce. These partnerships contribute to stronger institutional ties with the
private sector and reinforce ASUCA’s role in developing skilled graduates ready for the demands of the
modern job market.

Engagement with Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)

NGOs have been essential partners for ASUCA in addressing societal challenges, particularly
regarding education, media literacy, and environmental awareness. Key NGO collaborations include:

Media and Information Literacy Platform (MILP): ASUCA’s Media and Information Literacy
Platform, a key collaboration with national and international NGOs, focuses on enhancing students'
critical thinking skills and their understanding of media, an essential component of peace and justice in
society. Through workshops and campaigns, the platform raises awareness about responsible media use
and promotes informed decision-making.

Environmental Awareness and Migration: In partnership with the International Organization for
Migration (IOM), ASUCA has organized social and environmental campaigns addressing migration due
to environmental factors. These initiatives involve creating informational materials for migrants and
conducting awareness campaigns, aligning with both SDG 16 and ASUCA’s environmental mission.

Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) and Countering Violent Extremism (CVE): ASUCA is
preparing a PhD research proposal focused on PVE and CVE strategies in Azerbaijan, with the goal of
collaborating with local civil society and security bodies to assess and enhance deradicalization efforts.
This initiative represents a unique blend of academic research and social responsibility, aimed at
contributing to a peaceful, resilient society.

Cooperation with Legislative Bodies in Education

ASUCA is committed to enhancing its role within Azerbaijan’s education sector by collaborating
closely with legislative bodies. Key aspects of this engagement include:

Policy Development and Advocacy: ASUCA has contributed to national discussions on art and
culture policies, providing expert insights and comparative analyses of EU practices through initiatives
like the Jean Monnet Module. By working with legislative bodies, ASUCA advocates for progressive
cultural policies that align with international standards.

Student Mobility Regulations: ASUCA's participation in state-backed mobility programs requires
cooperation with legislative bodies to develop and adhere to regulations governing student mobility
grants. ASUCA ensures compliance with these regulations while advocating for policies that expand
mobility opportunities for its students and staff.

Supporting Gender Equality: Through alignment with legislative recommendations, ASUCA is
dedicated to promoting gender equality, following guidance from relevant bodies to ensure an inclusive
academic environment and gender-balanced leadership representation.

Opportunities for Participation in State-Supported Projects

ASUCA recognizes that participation in state-supported projects offers opportunities for
institutional growth, funding, and enhanced service to society. Potential opportunities include:



Capacity Building Projects: Supported by the Ministry of Education, capacity-building initiatives
align with ASUCA’s goals to improve educational infrastructure, introduce innovative teaching methods,
and train faculty on emerging educational trends. Capacity-building projects may also focus on
developing green university initiatives and furthering environmental literacy.

Research and Development Grants: ASUCA is well-positioned to apply for state-funded R&D
grants aimed at addressing national challenges through academic research. With a strong focus on culture,
art, and social sciences, ASUCA can leverage these grants to develop projects that benefit Azerbaijan’s
cultural and academic landscape.

Environmental Protection and Sustainability Initiatives: With its strategic focus on sustainability,
ASUCA can participate in state-funded environmental projects that promote ecological awareness, green
campus infrastructure, and pollution reduction. These projects can also enhance ASUCA’s ranking within
the Ul GreenMetric World University Rankings and similar platforms.

Arts and Culture Programs: As a leading institution in arts and culture, ASUCA can access state-
supported initiatives focused on preserving national heritage, promoting Azerbaijan’s cultural identity
internationally, and supporting arts education. Projects under the Ministry of Culture and Tourism can
enhance ASUCA’s role as a cultural ambassador for Azerbaijan.

ASUCA is deeply committed to fostering peace, justice, and strong institutions through its
academic, administrative, and partnership activities. By collaborating with state bodies, private sector
partners, NGOs, and legislative bodies, ASUCA aligns its mission with SDG 16, contributing to a just
and inclusive society. Continued engagement in state-supported projects and active policy advocacy will
further reinforce ASUCA’s role as a leader in education and social impact within Azerbaijan.
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